THE

;?BCs;

Al T
Eﬂ:@“@“ﬁﬂm@ PRINCIPLES
of DESIGN

Compiled, organized, and added to by ¥M.C.Gillis



. A e
oy A o
.__‘\- ';L LTy -\‘_ﬂ: -

This is ;iedicated to all learners & teachers of art.
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The elements & principles of art, also known as the
elements & principles of design, open our eyes to the
beauty that is in us & all around us. The elements &
principles of art are the building blocks of understanding
& creating art that expresses and moves us. That is the
reason | call them the ABCs of Art. Just as the letters of
any alphabet are fundamental to understanding that
lanquage, the elements & principles of art are fundamental
to understanding the lanquage of art.
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Line, shape and color ¥ Y
Are elements Of art.
Texture, space and Value @g (f
That's where ] start.
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AS an artist,

1 will grow.
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OPACE

How shapes are arranged in an art work creates a sense of space.
Consider the possible ways shown below to create space.

" o 7

cent in Sma[[er in distance Darker closer up
relation to horizon  Larger closer up  Lighter farther away

Overlapping

Positive Space  Negative Space
- | (the subject or (The empty
Foreground Midground Background objects in the work space around

. of art, not the space the subject
(nearspace)  (middle space) (far space) sstind thetn) or ob[elcts)
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Principles of Art

VAVAVAY

p d tte 1)  [Pepctiimo A

elements of art VEaVE Y

Emphasis e

your attention

Va r i ety An assortment of lines,
shapes, colors and other

elements of art

in the art work

U n I'ty How the elements work
together, fit together, so the

art work looks complete

Ralance

Symmetrical

Asymmetrical Radial

600

- ‘le S Abolance that iy
same desigy on bothsige ot even

Rhythm &

Movement

A regular repetition of the elements of art
to create a sense of rhythm and/or movement

Proportion H |

How parts fit together to make a whole - Size relations
(Includes scale, monumental, miniature, exaggeration...) 1
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Patterns are every where. Many of our habits are patterns.
Identify the patterns on this page.
Try making patterns with your own ideas
or use some of the images below.
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DETAIL
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Usmg 3 varlety
ofelemen‘cs and principles of design
~ adds detail and interest
';' to 3 work of art.
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UNITY SHOWS WH AT THINGS HAVE IN COMMON , HOW TiEY ARE ALIKE.

UNITY 15 THE THING THAT JOINS THE PARTS TOGETHER.

SAMENESS... ONENESS...

Uniforms Show we are jomed as & team.

o lice
In art, the elemeats work together, £it together, in the artwork soit looks
complete (Some ark looks more vaified Hhan otwer art).

vt s (whi ; o\ Shapes Line
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1288|3160
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ ﬁhji AT B

Un fform - Unl;l'l'ed Nat, u;u'u form-o  When Feople jo inhands and
by s5ize and shape J;::f Ysiﬁ;gf vaite, Hhey become Shroagevr.

The ABCs of Art: The Elements & Principles of Design - Compiled, organized, and added to by ¥M.C Gillis
Contact artist, mo@expandingheart.com, to give feedback.
More downloads at www.expandingheart.com & www.awesomeartists.com.

= —

1 RELATED

WOR(S =

Vn: means
ong.

unite
United

Wiite [1ne
vaifies,



mailto:mo@expandingheart.com
http://www.expandingheart.com/
http://www.awesomeartists.com/

mmetrica

I create sym me+rical {
balance whenreVenlﬂ

I
e A A

place images on both 't
sides of &« mid-line.

o
Ve

ass +n'cql b
gn d variety

|

when T balance b
,l{':‘?,ﬁeag es, bt no+ cunly
1 Fromt+he mid-line,

dar

T create

Gize and wWeig

T create ad(al balance when I repeat shapes and
images evenly £rom t+he ceater ovtward.

The ABCs of Art: The Elements & Principles of Design - Compiled, organized, and added to by ¥M.C Gillis
Contact artist, mo@expandingheart.com, to give feedback.
More downloads at www.expandingheart.com & www.awesomeartists.com.



mailto:mo@expandingheart.com
http://www.expandingheart.com/
http://www.awesomeartists.com/

A REGULAR REPETITION OF THE ELEMENTS OF ART CAN
CREATE A SENSE OF MOVEMENT/RHYTHM.

The day has a vhyrhm to'it.
Suarise... Suaset..,
Suarisé..sunsget.-

The ABCs of Art: The Elements & Principles of Design - Compiled, organized, and added to by ¥M.C Gillis
Contact artist, mo@expandingheart.com, to give feedback.
More downloads at www.expandingheart.com & www.awesomeartists.com.



mailto:mo@expandingheart.com
http://www.expandingheart.com/
http://www.awesomeartists.com/

Proportion is the size relationship between two or more objects.
It can be how the parts fit together to make a whole.
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Scale Proportions of the head Exaggeration

A change in proportion can change the way we look at things.
Accurate proportions are used more when creating realistic images.

e

I appoximate and think about volume when I work with proportions.
It's math. I mentally measure size, shape, mass, weight and volume.
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